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Than!< you for your kl nd response to our request for 
COll'lmlttments to purchase issues of Northern Bytes. We 
are getting responses almost every day. Folks who 
have elready signed up heve Volume 6, Number 5 on the 
way. A s!~ple post o,rd wll I get the Issue on its wey 
to vou. Currently, thirteen beclc. issu~s of Northern 
5ytf'S are ava 11 ab le. on I y S2 each • 

••• 
We have temporarily delayed shipment of The Algebra 
Progrem. George at Jr,«; wes disappointed because the 
program didn't do a little more tor beginning users, a 
val id consideration. I have passed along a few 
suggestions to Michael and he advises that coding Is 
Just about COfflplete; Just a little pollshlng remains. 
When we reennounce The Algebre Program, It wll I not be 
protected as was lnltlal ly announced, for various 
reasons, not the least of which Is Tandy's requirement 
that the program be 1001 compatible with the Model 
2000. Our protection system wasn'f. Mike Is also 
adding a "HELP" feature to The Algebra Program, since 
we wll I be deal Ing with many new computer users. 
Please wait for an official announcement before 
order Ing. 

••• 
Further a,cplanatlons department. An unhappy customer 
writes, "I am returning XPL since It can't even 
substitute for an 8088 assembler, let elone Improve on 
one. The statement In your promotional literature 
would lead me to assume that It Implements the whole 
8088 Instruction set and gives constructs which make 
It easier to use than an assembler •.• " 

XPL Is NOT an assembler. It Is e complier and a 
language unto Itself. Our Intention was to Inform 
that the source code for en XPL program cou Id be moved 
between a variety of machines. I did not mean to 
Imply that XPL even remotely resembled 8088 assembler 
code, even though It does slightly resemble the Z80. 
The XPL Instructions supporting structured code help 
rnake programs self-documenting to a greater degree 
than elthE>r the 8088 or the 280. There currently 
exists a 6809 version of XPL, not yet announced; a 
68000 version Is under consideration. We wll I not 
announce these latter products until we have 
datennlned whether we can successfully market 
programmer tools of this caliber at this low price. 
It Is posslble that the number of people to whom this 
product wl 11 appeal Is too I lmlted, and that Is about 
to be de term I ned. 

While maintaining great compatibility, XPL presents 
few restrictions during code development and you get 
rnach lne language speed. XPL provides a mass market 
tor your software, and you only have to write the 
program one time. The same source code wll I compile 
to the proper object code for the machine you're using 
with XPL. The alternative Is to learn the machine 
language for all these machines. XPL Is especially 
effective where machine language speed Is reQulred, 
but this doesn't mean that It wll I rocactly replace an 
assembler tor any given machine. 

The lCPL comp I I er Is ave 11 eb le for e I ther MSDOS or CP/M 
at S79.95. Your further lnQulry Is encouraged. 

••• 
Bugs away: Lary Myers has reported a smal I bug In 
LTERM4 wt.en using a 7-blt word. Sorry about that. If 
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you' II send us a disk and postpaid mailer, we wll 1 
upgrade your LTE~4 at no cherge. 

New users who need a versat II e tel ecommun I cat Ions 
package, LTE~4 Is versetlle and very eesy to use end 
on I y $49 .95. A Mode I I/ I 11 vers Ion Cwh lch doesn't 
contain el I the features of LTE~4 because of herdwere 
!Imitations, Is only SlO as a part of The Alternate 
Source Public Domain Library Volume 2. 

••• 
Another vo I ume has been added to the TAS Pub i I c Dome In 
Library tor the TRS-80, bringing the total to eight 
volumes. Each volume consists of a double-sided, 
forty-track, sing le density "fllppy" diskette Jam 
pecked with excel lent Qua I lty software thet hes been 
subjected to I lmlted testing on TRS-80 Models I end 
111, and In some cases, 4. Volume eight, for exemple, 
contains e canplete bul letln board system, a mini-disk 
operetlng system, a calculator program thet uses 
double precision accuracy and recognizes constants 
such as "pl" and "e", a progrem to determine It your 
phone number spel Is out any words or nernes, e test 
disk tormetter (complete with source code) with 
several formatting options end much more. 

Each volume Is value priced et only ten dol lers end 
Includes e cover sheet detail Ing that 110lume. 
Marianne, after severer requests, Is now taking 
subscriptions to automatlcel ly ship volumes of the TAS 
Public Domain Library diskettes as they are releesed. 
This does not mean that we wll I release volumes eny 
taster, or even thet we 1 1 I releese enother 110lume, but 
It we do, you can receive It automatlcel ly simply by 
ask Ing that Mar I anne add you to the "Automat le 
Shipment PD List" and providing your charge card 
number. Subscriptions are presumed to expire when 
your charge card expires unless you r&Quest otherwise. 

If you care to Inspect other public domain llbrarles, 
you wll I find that they tr&Quently contain software 
that originated through one of several TAS projects. 
By purch as Ing the oft I c I al vo I umes, through TAS or oor 
dealers, you wll I be contributing to the kitty so we 
can continue the screening process and continue to 
purchase t I ne programs tor the 11 brary. Your support 
Is appreciated. 

••• 
We have access to a few sets of the neer-tamous 
Encyclopedia For The TRS-80 published by Wayne Green 
Books a few years back. The series consists of ten 
volumes. Soft cover copies are only S4 each; 
hardcover copies are only SB each. There are a 
limited number of these, so you should order soon If 
you want to get a set at this price. We believe our 
collect Ion of hard cover sets Is the only canmerclel ly 
avaflable collection remaining. Sorry, but you must 
order In complete sets. 

••• 
Start your accounting system with complete and 
accurete sales data. The TAS Order Entry System ls e 
complete system designed to minimize operator Input 
drudgery and maximize data output accuracy. The 
format Is very flexible, as good business software 
should be. 

You have complete control of the pricing structure. 
You can discount just a product and/or the entire 
order tor those special sales and closeouts. Items 
can be added to the order with a minimum of 
keystrokes. It the quantity ordered or other 
Information varies, any single Information field can 



be ed I ted w I th the greatest of ease. Tax rates and 
totals are automatlcal ly computed (but may be edited), 
ellmlnatlng potential operator Input error. 

You start by defining your product 11st. Our budget 
package supports Interactive product Inventory levels 
for 300 products; the deluxe package supports over 
60,000 products (with proper disk storage, of course). 
You slmply entflri'1t. product code; price, description 
and quantity one a.re Immediately di splayed. You can 
optlonal ly edit any of several "forms" qulckly and 
easlly with a smal I, easy to learn set of speclal 
commands. A message area al lows communication with 
customer via Invoice or packing sllp without having to 
write a separate letter. 

The data format Is so condensed that even two 40 track 
double density single-sided drives can serve as a 
functional system, al belt with mlnlmal disk swapping. 
Al I programs In the system are non-protected and can 
be used on hard drives with no problem. Disk space 
usage wll I depend of the number of orders and the 
number of Items In each order. 

Documentation tor the package Is under 30 pages. Al I 
program menus are accurately described. FIie handllng 
considerations are also discussed so that the order 
entry system may be adapted to your hardware system 
with minimal problems. A special appendix discusses 
how to al locate disk space tor maximum efficiency. 
Versions of Tas Order Entry System are available tor 
TRSDOS 6.x and MSDOS (IBM and al I compatlbles>. 

Quickly produced Inventory Indexes can provide a 
variety of valuable Information. A sort by VENDOR 
wit I help you plan your product purchases. A sort by 
QUANTITY-ON-HAND wll I show you what needs reordering. 
A sort by PRODUCT-DESCRIPTION Is helpful for preparing 
your catalog or product 11st. Inventory Is easily 
updated, even In the middle of entering orders. 
Information Is also provided that wll I assist you with 
defining meanlngful product codes. 

A dally sales report shows state tax, freight and 
sales broken Into "In-state taxable" and "out-of-state 
non-taxable". A monthly sales report that detalls 
every slngle sale by vendor (or author) and product 
wll I assist you with determining product performance 
and planning. Reports can be used tor author royalty 
payments, It requl red. Al I reports are des lgned tor 
inexpensive 911 x 11 11 tractor-teed paper available at 
most computer stores; forms are drawn as needed. For 
mall order sales, you can use the folded Invoice or 
packing slip as a shipping label and ellmlnate custom 
labels. 

In addition to being easy to use, wel I documented and 
loaded with features, the source code Is optionally 
available. The code Is structured and wel I commented; 
user modifications are a breeze. Should the TAS Order 
Entry System be almost what you want, we also offer 
Inexpensive custom modifications, In the event that 
you can't find a local programmer. Hooks are provided 
for use with TAS Mall Ing List System -- completely 
automatic mall Ing list maintenance, activity codes, 
and "type of prior purchase" codes. 

The TAS Order Entry System tor either MSDOS or TRSOOS 
6.x Conly) Is $198.00. Manual alone Is $5.00, 
applicable toward purchase. Please specify computer 
type. 

*** 

We 1ve had several requests for a versatile and easy to 
use data base manager that even kids could use. 
lntoScan Is an Information reference utlllty. It can 
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be used to organ I ze, store and retr I eve any type of 
Information that Is useful to you, In any format that 
Is meaningful to you. 

lnfoScan combines the features of a word processor, 
data base manager and Information retrieval and 
display utility. You canpose Information records on 
the screen, using the word processing feature, In any 
format you like. Each record Is described by 1-17 
character key phrase that you specify. Once created, 
the Information file's key phrases can be scanned as a 
list, on the screen, using an Impressive key scan 
bracket. You scroll the key phrases through the 
brackets with the arrow key and the corresponding 
Information record Is retrieved from disk and 
displayed on the screen. 

You can use lnfoScan to organize any kind of 
Information: 

* Product Prof Iles * Sales Leads 
* Recipes 
* To Do Lists 
* Dally Appointments 

* Inventory Data 
* Card Catalogs 
* Home Inventories 

* LI sts/Rem I nders * Checkbook registers 
* Short Memos * Work Ing Notes 
* Customer Information * Automobile Records 
* Menu Plannl ng * Magazine Indices 
* Personnel Records * Document Summar I es 
* Music Library 
* Diskette Contents 

* Name/Address Lists 
* Student Prof Iles 

* Diaries * Thousands More Uses 

lnfoScan Is flexible, powerful and easy to use. 
Operating features Include: 

* 350 Records per f I le 
* Any number of files 
* Al I mach lne language for speed 
* Uni lmlted BAO<UP al lowed 
* Display a record In 1/2 second 
* No complex commands 
* Password protect files 
* Two record di splay formats 
* Automatic Disk Space Management 
* VI sua I I y orl ented menus 
* Up to 1792 characters per record 
* Automatic keyword locator 
*Excellent graphic di splay panels 
* Uses windowing techniques 
* Fast keyword sort routines 
* Use any 1/111 DOS 
* Sort keywords In groups 
* Word wrap p Ing data entry 
* Quick forms generation/fill-In 
* Fast cursor action 
* Change keywords eas 11 y 
* Ful I screen editing 
* Add, delete and change records 
* Line Insert/delete 
* Print records on llneprlnter 
* 29 page user manua I 

Best of al I, the price of lnfoScan Is only $49.95. 

*** 

Hacker's Handbook Is again In stock! This book Is 
written by Kevin O'Hare of Brisbane, Austral la, who 
became frustrated with having to go to five or six 
different books every time he needed some bit of 
Information, and decided to gather the most useful 
Information together In one place. The TRS-80 
Hacker's Handbook evolved from his col lectlon of 
notes. 

This book canes tran Austral la and takes about 4 



months to get here, so order your copy of this very 
oopular book now while our In-stock supply lasts, only 
124.95. 

*** 
These days, when It seems that nobody wants to be 
compatlble (after al I, how are you going to be 
convinced to buy a new machine?), along comes a 
nroduct llke MultlDos 1.7. Jack Decker had lodged a 
complalnt because MultlDos wouldn't support the 
'lewdos/80 double sided BO-track format. It does now. 
As a matter of tact, you wll I be able to read 
vlrtual ly every TRSDOS-llke disk with this new 
implementatlon, providing you have the supporting 
hardware capability. 

Single handedly Vernon-Hestor Is winning the battle of 
OOS Features aga Inst such odds as no support· from 
TANDY and a general avoidance of anything that might 
tie construed as non-standard by the computer pub I le. 
MultlDos Is good for programmers because It provides a 
iot ot util ltles, many not Included with any other 
operating system or even commerclal ly available In 
dnother form. MultlDos Is good for users because 
coding has be~n Implemented to make. a lot of things 
"asy. When you want to read an unknown d I sk format,, 
you don't need to worry about disk configurations. 
~I I Is automatic. 

MultlDos Is a splendld buy for the money, only S89.95 
for the Model I or 111 version 1.7 and $99.95 for the 
~odel 4 1.7. We do have a limited number of version 
1.6 avallable for only $59.95, In the event that 
you're short of cash now and want to upgrade later. 

*** 
The Offlclal TAS 1/0 Public Domain Data Library is now 
!:Bing created. There Is a variety of data bases that 
we need, and we presume that you might need them too. 
Wfl will be offering an expanding library of data bases 
at very reasonable costs. 

Volumes In the TAS 1/0 Data Library are on diskette 
and you may order them In any diskette format you 
choose. We support most CP/M (lncludlng 8 inch), 
MSDOS and TRSDOS formats and others are available by 
speclal arrangement. • 

Each diskette contains two flies, a data flle and a 
BASIC program that wil I print the flle on one-up 
1.,bels. Other printing formats and data editing tools 
are optionally avallable at reasonable prices. 

Al I llsts are culled by our own marketing efforts or 
from pub I le domain sources·, governmental Information, 
etc. This means that you are not buying just a set of 
l:1bels. You get the actual data on diskette that can 
~1 printed as many times as desired, and even edited 
and updated. 

Entrepreneurial types who want to make some spare 
change by Initiating and maintaining llsts for us, 
please approach us with your 11st suggestions. 

C11rrent publlc domain data bases available and prices: 

Michigan High Schools •••••••••••••••••••••••••• $19.95 
lndlana High Schools••••••••••••••••••••••••••• $19.95 
West Virginia High Schools ••••••••••••••••••••• $19.95 
Kentucky High Schools•••••••••••••••••••••••••• $19.95 

State Government Capitols••••••••••••••••••••••• $9.95 

Michigan Newspapers and Perlodlcals •••••••••••• $29.95 
Ohio Newspapers and Perlodlcals •••••••••••••••• $29.95 
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Indiana Newspapers ana Perl001cals ••••••••••••• $29.95 
Texas Newspapers and Per-ioalcah; • ••••·•••••••••• $29.95 

Computer Prod1.,ct Pro,10-r Ion L ls"t • ·•••••••••••••• $49.95 

Others available soon. Always sp,3dfy disk format 
required. Multiple dis~ torrnats, deduct 20% when 
ordered at the same -time. 

Adventure lnter,,a·r·londi •:,~ ,·e;.-,ased another of their 
Questprobe <TM> advenbre riam,::-: based on popular 
Marve I com I c tio~)K her,J~. i : +!; ! s Oues tprobe 
adventure, you are the amc•,:i •"IS· 5pldbman (TM), 
control ling al I ot Spid~y•o. l:,r::redible powers -- his 
agl I lty and acrobcl·tk ai·1 i 1 ,y, ;;pider strength, 
webbing and spider se11s0 ••• as wei I as .Peter Parker, 
Spldenrian's al-ro:· egc as hE' corr:ba"ts MYSTERI O. You' 11 
a I so meet the r.-,yc_; ter I ou s fli I E:T EXAMINER, the overseer 
of ·the en-t- ire Que:c; tprobe ;.er i flS. 

The_ Questprobo othent,,r., fe:::ic1rfng the Hulk Is also 
available once aoaln. f:,Kn Ouosi•probe adventure Is 
$29.95. Currently T.h& f-luik and Soldennan are the only 
Questprobe adventures available, di-though more are 
expected. Model 4 usE,rs, thl~ program wll I run In the 
Model 111 mode. 

Just In trctn Adventure lnte, r,;,-r1cnal Is The Adventure 
of Buckaroo Banzai, Acros~ Tte 8th Dimension. Now our 
only TAS TV serves as a mor1i~or· tor the CoCo, but we 
understand tha1 Bucl<a·roo [HJnza I I:, d hit of the Home 
Box·offlce set. The ~~aract~r was not wel I received 
at the mov I e thea1 err-, b,.t· .. er.t on to rece Ive fame 
after being screel!Pt.l •: H,;,11:) fin·,; ();"flee. Here Is a 
more explicit descr·ip·rlon e,t ttie dlclracter, fran the 
package back: 

"first of ~11, leT us irrtr0du.:,~ you to BUCKAROO BANZAI 
CTM>. He is n:it just a n,_,.~rosurqeor, and a particle 
physicist, he ar- ives a supt-)r-s.rnlc jet powered 
automobile and d!~pl5ys h:! ~usical tdlents with a 
rock band in East ,exds. 

"In the adventure of BUCKAROO F1ANZAI, you, as 
Buckaroo, must di sann t hb d<"lUl:~aay banb that has been 
left on earth by tho evr I t.ectroids. This bomb Is of 
complex design a'l<l oµora1·ion a,1d wl 11 des Troy the 
world unless BucKaroo can tind It. 

"What wl I I BucKaroo Jo, no .. that tnG iJanb has entered 
the f Ina I countdown s 1 a<;,P.s: ; !'lP. hanb w l I I go oft 
today, so Buckaroo mus-t c.<-t t.lst, 11 

How often ao yo1J 9e1· an ooc.c>1·t;,r,ltv to save the world 
tor only $29.95? 

CLC:iECVr SPECIAL 

A standard set ,)f prc•cuc~·s ca:-Ti e.:i by TAS 1/0 Is a 
collection of books publlshe<J by a company cal led 
International Jeweler's Cui lo, or IJG tor short. 
These books have served ~s standard reference 
mater I al s for a var I ety ot TRS-80 projects. Every one 
of the books Includes a selection of Important 
software rout Ines. These c:a n be very Important for 
getting a software proje,-~ cnr.pletoo in a mlnlm1.1m 
amount of time. There is a llmlted nunDer of these 
books left; we wl 11 cont!•u,e to carry them as long as 
they are available. Some of the books have canpanlon 
diskettes that contain t11e n,ui"lne5 already keyed onto 



diskette, both In source and object tormat. The 
fol low Ing offer wl 11 al low you to canplete your TRS-80 
library at mlnlmal expense, plus we offer smal I 
quantity discounts. Please Inquire. Here Is our 
llstlng and current prices on each product: 

BASIC Dist. 1/0 Fast~- and Better and Other Mysteries. 
Programming tips and techniques to store/retrieve date 
from disk. Regular price: S29.95 0 TAS Specl al 
Price: S22.50 0 

BASIC Disk 1/0 Faster and Better Demonstration Disk. 
A collection of major disk 1/0 subroutines Including 
random, ISAM and TREESAM file handlers. Smal I 

TRS-80 Disk and Other Mysteries by Harv Pennington. 
The "How to" book of data recovery for the TRS-80 
Model I disk operating system, the standard for the 
TRS-80 i/111 and 4 Industry. Regular price : S22 0 50 0 

TAS Price: S16.95 

business supported here. Regular price: S29.95. TAS 
Special Price: S22.50. 

Microsoft BASIC Decoded and Other Mysteries by Ja~es 
Lee Farvour. Complete guide to TRS-80 Level II BASIC, 
most applicable even with 4P ROM Images! Regular 
price: $29.95. TAS Special Price: $22.50 

The Custom TRS-80 and Other Mysteries by Dennis Kltsz. 
This book Is especially for Model I TRS-80 Users. 
Software drivers could be used with minimum 
modifications. Regular price: $29.95. TAS Special 
Price: $22.50. 

Machine Language Disk 1/0 and Other Mysteries. A 
guide to machine language disk 1/0 for the TRS-80. 
Includes Smal I Operating Systan (SOS) and other 
valuable routines. Regular price: S29.95. TAS 
Special Price: S22.50. 

TRSOOS 2.3 Decoded and Other Mysteries. The 
authorized version of the TRSOOS 2.3 source code. 
Here Is an excel lent place to learn how operating 
systems work. Regular price: $29,95. TAS Specl al 
Price: S22.50. 

BASIC Faster and Better and Other Mysteries by Lewis 
Rosenfelder. A superb collect Ion of smal I 280 
routines that can be used with BASIC programs to make 
them faster. Complete Implementation Instructions. 
Regular price: S29.95. TAS Special Price: S22.50. 

How To Do It On The TRS-80. A complete appl I cations 
guide to the TRS-80 Model I, 11, 111, 100 and Color 
Computer. They probably have a lot more In common 
than you think! Regular price: S29.95. TAS Special 
Price: S22.50. 

BASIC Faster and Better Library Disk. Contains 121 
functions, search merge, compare and listing routines 
plus array handlers, BASIC overlays and video drivers, 
Regular price: $19.95. TAS Special Price: S16.50. 

••• 
We have a smal I quantity of Bruce Hansen's Threshold 
Zero, a fast and furious arcade game, available for 
only S6 on diskette. This very good graphic game 
appeared Just as the TRS-80 game market was riding BASIC Faster and Better Demonstration Disk. 

32 demos of the Library Disk contents above. 
price: $19.95. TAS Special Price: Sl6.50. 

Cont al ns 
Regular Into the sunset. We also have a quantity of 11 11 x 14 11 

posters dlplctlng the Threshold Zero cover. One Is 
FREE with each Threshold Zero ordered, If requested, 
as long as the supply lasts. TRS-80 I, Ill and 4 only. 

, , , , 
I Your Name: 

Mall al I orders and Inquiries to: TAS 1/0, 704 ·N. Pennsylvania, Lansing, Ml, 48906 
Phone Orders (M/C, Visa and COD) may be placed by cal llng (517) 482-8270 

, ---------------------------------------------, , Your Address: --------------------------------------------
I Address: , ----------------------------------------------
, Address: , ----------------------------------------------, 

, , , , , , , , , , , , , 
'I , Product Des er I pt Ion: ------------------------------- Pr Ice: ___ .___ 1 

' , , , , , 
I 
I , 
I , 

Product Des er I pt Ion: ------------------------------- Price: ___ •. 

Product Description:------------------------------- Price: ___ .• 

Product Desert pt Ion: ------------------------------- Pr Ice: ____ • 

Product Description:------------------------------- Price: ---
Visa/MasterCard Number: _______________________ _ Shipping: ---· 

I Expiration Date: Ml Residents, please add 4% sales tax: , -------, , , , 
I , 

COD, add S2.00 The Bottom LI ne: 
What computer models and/or other hardware and software considerations that may affect software perform~nce 

wll I you be using with these TAS products? 

Please add $3 shipping to your total order tor postage and handling expenses. 

' ' , , 
' , 
' ' ' ' ' ' ' ' ' ' ' ' ' ' ' , ' :.._ _____________________________________________ _ 

, , , Thank you tor supporting The Alternate Source! 
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